
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT 

 SCIENCE “TOP 100” FACTS 

 

Q: What are the “Top 100” science facts? 

A: At the beginning of the year, each student received a list of the core vocabulary 

 words and their definitions.  These are divided into our major science units – 

 Ecosystems, Forces & Motion, Light, Sound, and Outer Space.  They are the essential 

 basic facts that we will work on throughout the year in science. 

 

Q: What are “Top 100” quizzes? 

A: Each Monday morning (or the first day of our school week), we take a “Top 100” quiz.  

 At this time, one student randomly generates ten numbers from one to one-hundred, 

 and these become the ten facts from which questions are generated.  I ask a question 

 based upon that fact.  If the question comes from topics that we have studied 

 already, then I ask the question in a very straight-forward manner.  If  the fact is 

 much trickier and/or one that I have not taught yet, I build in more clues.  Sometimes 

 I give the first letter, the number of syllables, the ending of the word, or just a silly, 

 obvious hint! 

 

Q: Does my child get a “grade” for the “Top 100” quizzes? 

A: Yes and no…   Each student is responsible for accurately scoring his or her own 

 quiz.  Words that are misspelled are given credit; however, students are expected to 

 correct spelling errors.  I then calculate the overall class average for the day, and 

 students chart both their scores and the class average score on their data collection 

 chart. 

 

 

 



At the end of the quarter, students turn in all nine of the graded quizzes along with 

their manila folders/data charts.  I assign one overall grade for the quarter, and that 

is entered into my gradebook as one ten-point summative. 

 I also tell students their overall “ranking” at this time.  That has  nothing to do with 

 the score in my gradebook – It is simply for “bragging rights” and hopefully some 

 friendly competition and motivation for some.  

 

Q: How can my child prepare for “Top 100” quizzes at home? 

A: Since science, by its nature, has the least amount of homework, any time that your 

 child has a light night of homework, spending even  five to ten minutes reviewing “Top 

 100” facts would be helpful.  I recommend having your child read through each fact 

 and deciding upon his or her comfort level with the fact.  If your child “owns” the 

 fact, there is no need to review it anymore.  Focus upon the type of science that we 

 are studying and really nail down those facts.  If your child can identify those facts 

 that are most challenging, what I call the  "doozies,” really work on those as well. 

 Studying the entire list of facts in one sitting is overwhelming and counter-productive.  

 Break the facts down into manageable chunks and work up from there. 

I have created digital flashcards on Quizlet.  In order to access these cards, you need 

to first create a free account in Quizlet. 

 

Q: How can I monitor my child’s progress? 

A: Every Monday, guaranteed, we take a “Top 100” quiz.  Ask your child how he or she 

did.  Ask what the class average was.  Have your child bring home his or her science 

binder and look at graded quizzes to see the types of errors that your child is making.  

Look at the chart in the red folder with the line graphs to see how your child is doing 

in comparison to the class average. 

 


